Lesson 43 Ezekiel 44:1-46:24
Open It
1. *Would you prefer a world where faithfulness and hard work are rewarded or a world where good fortune is dispensed at random? Why? 
First, that is how it should be, second is how the world is.
1. Why do you think society dictates that we dress up for certain occasions and not others? 
Depends upon the occasions, sometimes to show respect and others to show wealth or power.
[bookmark: essm]Explore It
1. What special instructions did the guide in Ezekiel’s vision have for the east gate to the sanctuary? (44:1-3) 
The LORD said to me, "This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall enter by it, for the LORD God of Israel has entered by it; therefore, it shall be shut. And only the prince shall enter and by way of the porch of the gate and leave the same way
1. How did Ezekiel react when he saw the glory of the Lord? (44:4) 
After seeing the Glory of God in the house of God Ezekiel fell on his face
1. *To what instructions did God tell Ezekiel to pay particular attention, in order to correct God’s people? (44:5-6) 
Remember what you are told and hear, say to the rebellious ones, the house of Israel, THUS SAYS THE LORD. Enough of you abominations, O House of Israel.
1. What practice would God not tolerate in the restored temple? (44:7-9) 
Foreigners in the temple, eating of Gods food. They made Gods covenant void, in addition to your abominations. You let foreigners keep charge of My sanctuary. No foreigners will enter My Sanctuary.
1. Why were the Levites to be limited only to certain duties within the temple? (44:10-14) 
They had lead Isreal astray and would be punished for it in Gods way
1. What group did God designate to serve as priests in the inner court? (44:15-16) 
The Levitical priests, son of Zadok, who keep charge of My sanctuary shall come near me and minister to me. They shall come near My table to minister to Me and keep My charge.
1. What were some ways in which the priests were expected to maintain a greater degree of purity in their life than were the common people? (44:17-27) 
In what they wore inside v outside the temple, leaving their holy garments inside a room and change into ordinary clothes, they were not to cut their hair on their head, but only trim it, Not to drink wine when they enter the inner court. Only marry virgins from the offspring of the house of Israel, or a widow who is the widow of a priest. When they judge they will judge according to Gods ordinances, keeping my Laws and Statutes in all My appointed feasts and sanctify my My Sabbaths. They shall not defile themselves with the dead, except for family and must be cleansed after. On that day he returns he shall give a sin offering.
1. What provisions did God make for the sustenance of the priests? (44:28-31) 
They priest were to have no possessions in Israel, God is their possession, the shall the of the grain offering, sin offering and guilt offering and every devoted thing in Israel shall be theirs. The first of the first fruit and every contribution of every kind. You shall give the priest the first of your dough to cause a blessing to rest on your house. The priest shall not eat of natural death or torn apart animals or birds.
1. *How did God redraw the map of Jerusalem to provide for the temple, the priests, and the prince in an equitable way? (45:1-8) 
God gave measurements of what was required for the temple and housing
1. *What abuses of power by prior rulers did God want to eliminate in the restored kingdom? (45:9-12) 
Their violence and destruction, practice justice and righteousness, have a fair balance that equals the correct amounts, and the amounts each offering was to be for
1. What sorts of offerings did God specify for special days on the Jewish calendar? (45:13-25) 
After giving the correct amounts, Isreal was to give them to the prince. He would provide the burnt offerings, grain offerings and the drink offerings at the feast, on the new moons and on the sabbaths. At all of the appointed feasts of the house of Israel, he shall provide the sin, grain, burnt and peace offerings to make atonement for the house of Isreal. First of the first month a young bull without blemish and cleanse the sanctuary. Putting some of the blood on the door posts of the house, four corners of the ledge of the alter and the posts of the gate of the inner court. You shall do this also on the seventh day for everyone who goes astray or is naïve(simple), so you shall make atonement for the house. 
21  "In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you shall have the Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten. 22  "On that day the prince shall provide for himself and all the people of the land a bull for a sin offering. 23  "During the seven days of the feast he shall provide as a burnt offering to the LORD seven bulls and seven rams without blemish on every day of the seven days, and a male goat daily for a sin offering. 24  "He shall provide as a grain offering an ephah with a bull, an ephah with a ram and a hin of oil with an ephah. 25  "In the seventh month, on the fifteenth day of the month, at the feast, he shall provide like this, seven days for the sin offering, the burnt offering, the grain offering and the oil."
1. How was the opening and closing of certain gates to be a part of the temple ceremonies? (46:1-12) 
The gates were open differently for different ceremonies, when gates were across from each other the people only went in one and out the other. The prince will go approach and stop and return the same way in some ceremonies. 
1. What were the required daily offerings? (46:13-15) 
A yearly lamb without blemish for a burnt offering, a grain offering of a sixth of an ephah and a third of a him of oil daily as a continual burnt offering.
1. How did God’s laws on inheritance insure separateness for His people and justice among them? (46:16-18) 
The prince would only give out of His inheritance and not the peoples, if he gave to his sons it was theirs, if to a servant it was theirs, but they would return if when it was the year of the liberty. By not taking from the peoples inheritance Gods people would not be scattered
1. What practical provision was made in the temple since most of the sacrifices were followed by feasts? (46:19-24) 
Places where the offerings were prepared for the priests who were allowed to eat a portion of it. Also the four corners of the outer temple where kitchens where the peoples offerings were boiled, where the people could have some. Thus the temple was a place of fellowship and a place of worship
Get It
1. *What indications do you see in these three chapters of God’s expectations of those in leadership? 
God make rules for them to live by and to judge by
1. Where in these chapters do you see God’s concern for the "little person"? 
God has provided way for the people to worship and sacrifice in his temple
1. How does God’s concern for accurate units of measure demonstrate His concern about our life? 
Priests had taken advantage before using unequal scales and weights
1. Why is it significant that the land set aside for worship was to be at the center of the restored city? 
God is to be the center of our lives and the temples show us that
1. Why do you think that purity is so often stressed in situations where human beings approach God? 
God cannot abide a sin, only those who have been saved can approach
1. How did the temple rituals help the people understand what was important in life? 
By showing how God should be first in our lives 
1. How was everyday life brought into the worship of God in the temple? 
Daily offerings that were shared with the people
1. For whom do you think the feasts were designed primarily? 
Us, to show us how we should live
1. *How should believers conduct themselves with regard to some of the questionable practices of commerce or society? 
We should not practice or promote them
Apply It
1. *What "weights and measures" or "rules and regulations" of daily life should you resolve before God to observe with greater faithfulness? 
All of them
1. How can you give worship more of a central place in your life? 
Be more aware of what you should be doing
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