Summary: Upholding the True Gospel as a Servant of Christ
This sermon emphasizes the profound seriousness of being a servant of Christ, drawing heavily from Paul's letter to the Galatians. It calls believers to diligently uphold the true Gospel received from God, reject man-made doctrines, prioritize God's approval over human acceptance, and practice self-denial. The central message is to know the truth, stand firm in it, and fight for it, understanding that the gospel is the gateway to eternal life and cannot be compromised.
I. Introduction to Galatians and the Sermon's Focus
· Preacher's upcoming college departure (19th) prompts another sermon opportunity.
· Prayer: Acknowledges God's grace, seeks Holy Spirit's presence, and asks for God to speak through the preacher (Matthew 10:20).
· Key Scripture: Galatians 1:10
· Paul's Epistles Outline (Meme):
1. Grace
2. I thank God for you
3. Hold fastness of the gospel
4. Stop being stupid
5. Timothy says hi
· Sermon Focus: Primarily on points 3 and 4 – "hold fast the gospel" and "stop being stupid," specifically in the context of Galatians 1:10.
· Backstory of Galatians:
. Paul writes to the church in Galatia because they were embracing a man-made gospel.
. They were turning to Judaism, attempting to mix Old Testament laws (e.g., circumcision) with New Testament Christian faith.
. Paul asserts that this is a false gospel; faith in Christ is all you need.
. Galatians 1:10 shows that to be a servant of Christ, one must know the true gospel and fight for it.
II. Being a Servant for Christ is Serious Business
· Despite lighthearted opening, Paul's message is serious – "no laughing matter," "nothing to joke about."
· Paul's Astonishment:
· Galatians 1:6: Paul is "astonished that they were so quickly deserting him who called you out in grace of Christ and turning to a different gospel."
· Paul believed the Galatian Christians were "solid," but even solid Christians can be led astray.
· This astonishment is the first clue to the seriousness of serving Christ.
· The Repeated Curse on False Gospels:
· Galatians 1:8-9: "But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one that we preach to you, let him be accursed."
· Repeated twice for emphasis, indicating utmost seriousness and clarity.
· Anyone preaching a different gospel is considered outside of orthodoxy (not holding correct beliefs).
· Paul "is not pulling his punches" – he wants the Galatian church to understand.
· This applies to anyone: trusted individuals, pastors, even an angel from heaven.
· High Stakes of the Gospel:
· The gospel received through Christ is the gateway to eternal life.
· Galatians 2:21: "I do not know if I the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose."
· Changing the gospel means changing the message of salvation.
III. Not Pleasing Man
· Galatians 1:10: "For am I now seeking the approval of man or of God, or am I still trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ."
· Paul states this theme repeatedly in the first 12 verses (seven times total, three distinct ways in verse 10).
· The Gospel is of God, Not Man:
· Paul makes it clear that the gospel is God's gospel.
· He received it directly from God through a revelation of Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:12).
· Paul's confidence in the divine origin of the gospel led him to not consult with man immediately (Galatians 1:16).
· Warning Against Man-Made Gospels:
· Galatians 1:6-7 indicates "no other gospel than God's, but people want to separate you from the truth."
· Examples of Modern Man-Made Gospels:
· Modern Legalism: Adds human traditions, cultural rules, and political alignments to Christ's finished work, insisting on extra-biblical standards for salvation/acceptance. (E.g., requiring specific dress codes for church, similar to the Judaizers' demand for circumcision).
· Moralism: Reduces Christian faith to being a "good person" and following ethical standards, implying good behavior earns God's favor/salvation.
· Progressive Gospel: Redefines historical Christian doctrines to align with modern cultural values, minimizes repentance, and focuses on social justice/self-actualization.
· Call to Action: Be aware of false gospels; do not please men; turn away from man-made gospels.
· Key Principle: Man's approval does not matter as long as we faithfully serve God.
IV. Standing Firm in the Truth
· Choosing God's Approval: This means prioritizing God's approval over man's, even when human desires seem right. Seeking man's approval inevitably leads to compromising God's truth.
· Rooted in God's Word:
· Ephesians 4:14: "not be tossed to and fro by the ways and carried about by the wind, by every wind or doctrine."
· Being rooted in God's Word prevents being carried away by false teachings.
· Rejecting Contrary Messages:
· Galatians 1:6: The Galatians were "deserting Christ," not just accepting a different opinion.
· Galatians 1:8: "Even if an angel from heaven were to preach a contrary gospel... should be rejected."
· Do not trust anyone (favorite author, pastor, teacher, dog) if they preach something contrary to God's Word. "Let them be accursed."
· Test Everything Against Scripture: This is crucial for discernment.
· Leaders Can Err:
· Paul even had to rebuke Peter (Galatians 2:11-14) because Peter was "not behaving according to the gospel."
· Even well-respected church leaders are accursed if they preach a different gospel.
· Definition of a Servant of Christ:
· Listening to Christ.
· Preaching Christ, because "Christianity is Christ. The gospel is Christ."
· Call to Action: Grasp the truth, stand firm in it, please God above men.
· Importance of Reading the Bible:
· To be rooted in the gospel and stand firm.
· Psalms 119:11: "I have stored up your word in my heart that I might not sin against you."
· Daily reading and prayer are essential.
V. Denying Self
· Denying Men, Therefore Denying Ourselves: This is a core aspect of serving Christ, as exemplified by Paul.
· Paul, who once killed Christians, denied his former self and his desire for human approval to serve Christ.
· Giving Up the Flesh: We must give up our fleshly desires and the pursuit of man's approval.
· Counter-Cultural Call:
· Modern culture encourages "following our hearts," "affirming ourselves," and "defining our own truth."
· Jesus' Call: Luke 9:23: "Jesus calls to for us to deny ourselves, take up the cross and follow him."
· Allowing worldly desires or our own hearts to lead us (instead of God's Word) puts us in danger of being led astray.
· Christ is our authority, not our hearts.
VI. Concluding Remarks & Next Week's Preview
· Encouragement to reread Galatians 1 before the next sermon.
· Next Week's Topic: "The Queen of Heaven" – the third part of a series on the Catholic Church.
· The preacher, having been Catholic for 20-35 years, feels a strong need to inform people about the Catholic Church.
· Reading Galatians 1 is presented as a valuable aid in understanding the upcoming sermon's content regarding the Catholic Church.
