Dave Martin August 16, 2026, Sermon

Sermon Notes: Expanding Our Prayer Horizons
Main Takeaway: True prayer, as modeled by Jesus in the Lord's Prayer, is a balanced practice that moves from God-centered petitions to personal needs, emphasizing daily dependence on God rather than self-sufficiency or material accumulation.
I. The Structure of the Lord's Prayer
The prayer, found in Matthew 6:9-13, is divided into two distinct halves:
· God-Focused (Verses 9-10): Hallowing God’s name, praying for His kingdom to come, and His will to be done.
· Man-Focused (Verses 11-13): Addressing daily needs, forgiveness, and protection from temptation.
· Balanced Approach: Jesus instructs us to pray for both the glory of God and our daily necessities. Neglecting the first half in favor of "us, us, us" makes prayer purely self-centered, which lacks spiritual power.
II. Petition: "Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread"
This petition shifts the focus to our personal reliance on God.
· God Cares for "Small" Things: Everything is small to God. He invites us to bring even minor, daily struggles to Him—not because we cannot handle them, but because He is a caring Father.
· The Theology of "Today":
· The phrase "this day" implies a focus on immediate, daily dependence.
· It is an "anxiety killer" to live one day at a time, rather than obsessing over portfolios, careers, or future provisions.
· We must avoid the temptation to hoard or plan to the point of forgetting the Giver of all things.
· Definition of "Daily Bread": This encompasses both physical sustenance (food, clothing, money for necessities) and spiritual nourishment.
III. Misconceptions About Prayer
· The Myth of the "Gifted" Intercessor: There is no "spiritual gift of prayer" that exempts the rest of the church from the duty to pray. The entire church is called to pray.
· Selfishness vs. Self-Interest: It is appropriate to pray for needs (self-interest), but not for excess (selfishness). We should ask for what we need to get through the day, not for material vanity.
· God as Distant: God is not a deist, distant force. He is "high and lifted up," yet dwells with the contrite and lowly (Isaiah 57:15).
IV. The Collective Nature of Prayer
The use of the plural pronoun "our" in the Lord’s Prayer is critical:
· Community Focus: We are instructed to pray for the whole church, not just ourselves.
· The Need for Prayer Meetings: A prayerless church is a powerless church. The author suggests that modern spiritual decline and the closing of churches are linked to a shift away from collective, prayer-meeting-focused congregational life.
· Power Source: Just as an iPhone in "low power mode" struggles to function, a church that does not seek the power of the Holy Spirit through prayer acts in its own limited strength.
V. Key Applications
1. Permission to Ask: You have permission to bring all needs, however small, to God.
2. Avoid Covetousness: Do not request more than what is needed for daily life (Proverbs 30:8-9).
3. Remember the Giver: Keep your focus on the Father, not the gifts.
4. Practice Collective Prayer: Find ways to pray with brothers and sisters regularly.
"Thy goodness is boundless, all creatures weigh on thee, are supplied by thee, are satisfied in thee. How precious are the thoughts of thy mercy and grace." — The Valley of Vision

