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Summary
The provided text is a sermon focusing on the third petition of the Lord's Prayer: "Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10). The speaker argues that the Western church is in a "low state" due to a lack of "big prayers"—prayers focused on God's glory and mission rather than personal, medical, or financial needs. The core message is a call to align individual and corporate prayer with God's revealed will: the redemption of sinners through Jesus Christ.
The State of the Church
· Western Church: Described as being in a "low state," contrasting with the growth seen in South America, Sub-Saharan Africa, and China.
· Root Cause: A lack of reliance on God and a drift away from "big prayers" (praying for God’s kingdom and glory) toward self-centered, situational prayer (medical/financial).
· The Power of Prayer: History shows that during times of revival (e.g., the First Great Awakening), churches thrived when they became desperate and relied solely on God rather than budgets or marketing.
The Lord's Prayer: Structure
The prayer in Matthew 6:9–13 is divided into two distinct parts:
1. God's Prayer List (Petitions 1–3): Focuses on God’s glory, kingdom, and will.
· Hallowed be your name.
· Your kingdom come.
· Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
2. Human Needs (Petitions 4–6): Focuses on daily human requirements.
· Daily bread.
· Forgiveness of debts.
· Deliverance from temptation/evil.
Understanding God's Will
· Secret vs. Revealed Will:
· Secret Will: Belongs to God alone (Deuteronomy 29:29). It is not for humans to discover or fully grasp.
· Revealed Will: Contained in the Scriptures. The primary task of a Christian is to learn and obey this revealed will.
· God's Sovereignty: God knows the end from the beginning (Isaiah 46:10). He is not a Deist creator who abandoned his creation; He is an intimate Father actively involved in history.
· The Core of God's Will:
· Glorification of God: The overarching theme of Scripture from Genesis to Revelation.
· Redemption: God's will is for sinners to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:3–4; 2 Peter 3:9).
· Sanctification: The internal process of becoming more Christ-like (1 Thessalonians 4:3).
The Mission of the Church
· Gospel Focus: The church must avoid the distraction of blending the Gospel with politics, philanthropy, or societal reform. The core mission remains "Christ and Christ crucified" (1 Corinthians 2:2).
· Spiritual Transformation: Societal change is only possible through spiritual transformation. People need new hearts, which only occurs through the Gospel.
· The Great Commission: The prayer "Your will be done" is an expression of the Great Commission—the desire that the knowledge of the Lord's glory covers the earth as waters cover the sea.
Key Takeaways for Prayer
· Expand Prayer Horizons: Move beyond daily needs to pray for God’s name to be hallowed, His kingdom to grow, and His will to be accomplished.
· Authentic Worship: Acknowledge God's power and intimacy as Father at the start of prayer to set the proper tone.
· Active Submission: Prayer is a means of asking for the grace and power to align our personal wills with God’s will.
· Believe in Jesus: The fundamental "work of God" is to believe in the one He has sent (John 6:29).

