Lesson 33 Ezekiel 33:1-27
Open It
1. *What kinds of places do you find most conducive to worship? Why? 
Small quite places and Bible teaching churches
1. What do you think is the deepest, commonest human desire? 
Power, money, position, social standing
1. Judging from your own observations, what does our society consider holy? 
Only those things that benefit them
[bookmark: essm]Explore It
1. What did the man of bronze show to Ezekiel after he had toured the whole restored temple area? (43:1-2) 
The glory of God coming from the east, his voice like the sound of many waters and the earth shone with His glory.
1. *How did Ezekiel describe the return of the glory of God to the temple? (43:3-4) 
Like a vision which I saw when He came to destroy the city. And like the vision I say by the river Chebar. And the Glory of the Lord cam into the house by the way of the fate facing the east.
1. Where was Ezekiel transported after his initial vision of the glory of God approaching from the east? (43:5) 
The Spirit carried him into the inner court, and the Glory of the Lord filled the house.
1. What did the voice from within the temple say? (43:6-7) 
Son of Man, this is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of My fee, where I will dwell among the sons of Israel forever. The house of Israel will not again defile My holy name, neither they nor their kings, by their harlotry and by the corpses of their kings when the die.
1. How had Israel angered God and brought on their own destruction? (43:8-9) 
By setting their threshold by My threshold and their door post beside My door post, with only the wall between Me and them. And they have defiled My holy name by their abominations which they have committed. So I have consumed them in My anger. 9 Now let them put away their harlotry and the corpses of their kings far from Me; and I will dwell among them forever.
1. *What response did God hope to produce in the people when Ezekiel related his vision of the temple? (43:10-11) 
To make them ashamed of all that they have done.
1. How was Ezekiel instructed to preserve the details and dimensions of the temple God showed him? (43:11) 
Show them the design of the house, its structure, it exits and entrances, all of its designs, all its statues
1. How much ground was to be dedicated as holy ground? (43:12) 
The entire area on top of the mountain all around shall be most holy. Beehold this is the law of the house.
1. How was the altar in the new temple to be constructed? (43:13-17) 
And these are the measurements of the altar by cubits (the cubit being a cubit and a handbreadth): the base shall be a cubit and the width a cubit, and its border on its edge round about one span; and this shall be the height of the base of the altar. 14 From the base on the ground to the lower ledge shall be two cubits and the width one cubit; and from the smaller ledge to the larger ledge shall be four cubits and the width one cubit. 15 The altar hearth shall be four cubits; and from the altar hearth shall extend upwards four horns. 16 Now the altar hearth shall be twelve cubits long by twelve wide, square in its four sides. 17 The ledge shall be fourteen cubits long by fourteen wide in its four sides, the border around it shall be half a cubit and its base shall be a cubit round about; and its steps shall face the east.”
1. What specific instructions were given for a week-long dedication of the altar? (43:18-26) 
 And He said to me, “Son of man, thus says the Lord GOD, ‘These are the statutes for the altar on the day it is built, to offer burnt offerings on it and to sprinkle blood on it. 19 You shall give to the Levitical priests who are from the offspring of Zadok, who draw near to Me to minister to Me,’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘a young bull for a sin offering. 20 You shall take some of its blood and put it on its four horns and on the four corners of the ledge and on the border round about; thus you shall cleanse it and make atonement for it. 21 You shall also take the bull for the sin offering, and it shall be burned in the appointed place of the house, outside the sanctuary.
22 ‘On the second day you shall offer a male goat without blemish for a sin offering, and they shall cleanse the altar as they cleansed it with the bull. 23 When you have finished cleansing it, you shall present a young bull without blemish and a ram without blemish from the flock. 24 You shall present them before the LORD, and the priests shall throw salt on them, and they shall offer them up as a burnt offering to the LORD. 25 For seven days you shall prepare daily a goat for a sin offering; also a young bull and a ram from the flock, without blemish, shall be prepared. 26 For seven days they shall make atonement for the altar and purify it; so shall they consecrate it.
1. *How did God promise to respond after the eighth day of sacrifices and offerings? (43:27) 
After you have done all of these I will accept you
Get It
1. Why was the return of the Lord’s presence (described in Ezekiel 43) critical to the overall restoration of God’s people? 
Israel had to remember who God was and where He was suppose to be
1. *What emotions do you suppose Ezekiel experienced as he watched the glory of the Lord return to the temple? 
Joy, thankfulness, awe
1. When does a beautiful worship space help us worship, and when is it a distraction? 
To have enough beauty to show us God’s love but not so much as is gaudy
1. Why were Ezekiel’s previous visions helpful to him when God showed him other things? 
He was able to understand the symbolism and directions he was given
1. How could the temple in its symmetry, beauty, and greatness cause the people to be ashamed of their sins? 
It was so perfect it showed how imperfect and sinful we are
1. *How can the beauty and perfection of the heavenly worship, communicated to us in the Bible, be an encouragement to us in our present trials? 
God has made a perfect house for us in heaven, this life is just a moment in time
Apply It
1. Knowing that you are accepted by God, how can you reach out this week in His name to a person who may not feel acceptable? 
Tell them your story of how you became a Christian and how God loves us
1. *Where can you go for a brief retreat to remember God’s greatness and glory compared to your difficulties? 
A quiet forest, outside under my shelter, drinking coffee with my wife and talking about our lives

