Lesson 26 Ezekiel 35:1-38:38
Open It
1. What examples do you know of people who took advantage of someone else’s misfortune? 
People who take advantage of Government funding for hurricanes and pandemics
1. *With what kinds of suffering do you find it difficult to empathize? 
Those who say I am sorry after they have caused issues and grief for others. 
[bookmark: essm]Explore It
1. What did God promise to do to Mount Seir (Edom)? (35:1-4) 
To make it uninhabitable and cities unlivable
1. *What had the Edomites done to anger God? (35:5-6) 
They had war with Israel when the were at a low point
1. What unrighteous attitudes formed the basis for God’s judgment of Edom? (35:11) 
Their envy and hatred 
1. *How did God intend to vindicate His name by turning the tables on Edom? (35:14-15) 
He would do to them what had been done to Israel
1. How did God, through Ezekiel, show that He understood all that had happened to Israel at the hands of their enemies? (36:1-5) 
He knew the delight and scorn they had for Israel and He treated them the same way
1. What did God promise to do to Israel’s enemies in answer to their scorn? (36:6-7) 
He has taken what they have done and said and used it against themselves
1. What changes did Ezekiel predict in the land of Israel? (36:8-12) 
Prosperity and their inheritance of the land
1. What did God’s people do while they were dwelling in the land to defile it and reap God’s judgment? (36:16-19) 
They defiled it by their ways and deeds as a woman in her impurity, spilling blood. God poured out His wrath on them for the blood which they had shed and scattered them among the nations and dispersed throughout the lands and they were judged according to their ways and deeds. They profaned Gods name even then.
1. How was God’s name slandered by the very judgment He visited on His people? (36:20-21) 
They profaned Gods name even then, but He had concern for His holy name.
1. For whose sake did God act to restore Israel and punish her enemies? (36:22-23) 
Not for Israel, but for His Holy name would he vindicate the Holiness of His great name. Then the nations will know I am the Lord.
1. What did God intend to prove to the other nations who had witnessed Israel’s punishment? (36:23) 
He will prove himself Holy among you in their sight.
1. *Once God had gathered His people, what internal changes did He promise them? (36:24-28) 
I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and all your idols, give you a new heart and put a new spirit with in you, remove your heart of stone and give you a flesh heart. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes and observe My ordinances
1. What calamities did God intend to reverse for Israel? (36:29-30) 
I will save you from all your uncleanness, and I will call for the grain and multiply it and you will never receive again the disgrace of famine among the nations.
1. How would God’s people feel about their past rebellion after He restored them? (36:31) 
You will loathe themselves for what they had done.
1. What message would the surrounding nations get from God’s restoration of Israel? (36:33-36) 
Their sins have been removed and all the land is being cultivated, it will be like Eden and the waste, desolate and ruined cities are fortified and inhabited.
Get It
1. What is good and bad about being "opportunistic"? 
If done for the wrong reasons you can get into trouble
1. *Why is it wrong to scorn those who suffer, even if they suffer for their own sins? 
But for the grace of God so could I be that one
1. Why might the pagan nations have assumed that God didn’t hear their slander? 
He hadn’t done anything to them yet
1. By scattering the people of Israel in exile in other countries, how did God jeopardize His good name? 
They are His people and he scattered them for punishment, others did not understand why
1. What was God’s biggest reason for the dramatic reversal between the mountains (strength) of Israel and of Seir? 
With me without me
1. *What does God know that we need (in addition to His material blessings) in order to serve Him faithfully? 
Food, family, houses, communities, friends
Apply It
1. *What group of suffering people can you ask God to help you view from His perspective? 
People in conflict
1. The next time you become aware of some conflict or disarray among God’s people that damages God’s name, what can you do to be God’s instrument of healing and wholeness? 
Try and defuse the problems and name calling
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