Lesson 25 Ezekiel 34:1-31
Open It
1. *What have you noticed about the changes in people’s lives when they add the responsibility of a child? 
Most of the time they settle into the role of parents
1. Why do you think it is common for powerful politicians to live a substantially more comfortable life than the people they govern? 
I am in charge of and I need to look the part
[bookmark: essm]Explore It
1. *Why was God angry with the "shepherds" of Israel? (34:1-2) 
They were not feeding the flock but were feeding themselves
1. What comforts and privileges were the rulers taking for themselves? (34:3) 
They were taking the best for themselves
1. What needs of the common people were being overlooked by their leaders? (34:4) 
"Those who are sickly you have not strengthened, the diseased you have not healed, the broken you have not bound up, the scattered you have not brought back, nor have you sought for the lost; but with force and with severity you have dominated them.
1. In what condition did God find "His sheep" at this point in Israel’s history? (34:5-6) 
For lack of a shepherd the flock was scattered and became food for every beast. They wandered through mountains and every hill. My flock was scattered throughout the world with no one to search or seek them
1. *What did God promise to do on behalf of the helpless sheep? (34:7-10) 
To take the flock from the shepherds and not let the shepherds feed themselves at the cost of the flock
1. *How does God describe His care for the flock (that is, His people)? (34:11-16) 
God will seek and find his sheep; he will then care for them as their shepherd. Bring them back to their land where they will lie down on good grazing ground and feed them in rich pastures. He will seek the lost, bring back the scattered, bind up the broken and strengthen the sick; but the fat and strong will he destroy. He will feed them with judgment
1. Why did God find it necessary to judge some of the sheep? (34:17-19) 
The stronger sheep were making it hard for the weaker sheep to eat and drink good food and clean water
1. How would the weak and strong sheep fare under God’s one shepherd? (34:20-24) 
The week would be made stronger and the strong removed
1. What are the various forms of deliverance and blessing promised to God’s people? (34:25-29)  
25  "I will make a covenant of peace with them and eliminate harmful beasts from the land so that they may live securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 26  "I will make them and the places around My hill a blessing. And I will cause showers to come down in their season; they will be showers of blessing. 27  "Also the tree of the field will yield its fruit and the earth will yield its increase, and they will be secure on their land. Then they will know that I am the LORD, when I have broken the bars of their yoke and have delivered them from the hand of those who enslaved them. 28  "They will no longer be a prey to the nations, and the beasts of the earth will not devour them; but they will live securely, and no one will make them afraid. 29  "I will establish for them a renowned planting place, and they will not again be victims of famine in the land, and they will not endure the insults of the nations anymore.
1. What undeniable conclusion would Israel draw from God’s activity on their behalf? (34:30) 
That God was with them and they are his people
1. How did God describe His relationship to Israel? (34:31) 
"As for you, My sheep, the sheep of My pasture, you are men, and I am your God," declares the Lord GOD.
Get It
1. What responsibilities go along with the privileges of leadership? 
Leading as God would have you do
1. How do you think church leaders should demonstrate concern for the problems of the less fortunate in the community of faith? 
We should care for them as we are able, without being taken advantage of
1. *How does God view selfishness and inconsiderateness among His people? 
As a bad thing
1. *Why do you think God emphasizes that He will take ultimate responsibility for the weak and helpless? 
So the leaders aren’t taking responsibility for things they should not
1. What will become of selfish and irresponsible leaders? 
They will be removed_
1. What is appealing about the kind of care God gives His sheep? 
It is the best care possible
Apply It
1. *Which practical needs in your immediate circle of influence might God want to use you to meet? 
Leading the church well, getting what is needed to keep all things working correctly 
1. What safeguard would you suggest to help Christian leaders remember the least of God’s sheep? 
But for the Love of God go I
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