Condemnation of the unbelieving and the calling of disciples!
March 8, 2026

After He called out the judgement of the cities of Bethsaida, Chorazin and Capernaum, Jesus now begins to teach truths related to their blindness and hardness of heart.
Mat 11:25 At that time Jesus answered and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes. 26 “Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight. 27 “All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one 

knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. 28 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 “For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 
First verses 25-27: God has HIDDEN truth from the wise and prudent, Why?

Because they choose it! 
Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 

21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
First: Men suppress truth/They hold it down! Vs 18   
Second: They can know truth because God has shown it to them vs 19 
Third: It is so clear, that they are without excuse! Vs 20 

Fourth: Because of this they are darkened.
Fifth: When blinded they think they sound wise, but to those who can see and love the truth, it sounds completely foolish! 
1 Cor 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
The call of discipleship away from the blind guides and instead to the Son!
To us who are being saved we are blessed to put on the yoke of Messiah!

Mat 11:28 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
The yoke of Jesus runs counter to the Pharisaic and Mishnaic yoke, otherwise known as the oral tradition; which Jesus condemned as men’s traditions.
Luke 11:46 And He said, “Woe to you also, lawyers! For you load men with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not 

touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 
Mat 23:4 “For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 
Jesus’ yoke… Easy, light and full of rest.
Compared to pharisaical law YES!
What about what we have heard from some church teachers on all the laws?

Galatians 3:21 Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law. 22 But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 
The Law was the best thing going for complete acceptance before God, yet…
Rom 8:3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 
Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 
22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His

grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
Hebrews 2:14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
Some preachers that you hear today and if followed, your assurance will die the death of a thousand qualifications!

Man’s tendency is to walk away from grace to some from of law method. Note the Galatians! 
Gal 3:1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified? 2 This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 
3 Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 4 Have you suffered so many things in vain–if indeed it was in vain? 

5 Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?– 6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 7 Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. 
Back to the gospels… 
Luke 7:36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 

37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 
1. The pharisee invited Him.
2. The woman was a sinner/prostitute.
3. How did she get in there?

This was a thing that some would do. 
“looking at rabbinic writings, the situation is not that unusual: “An ancient Jewish text, t. Berakot 31b, tells of a poor man who waited outside a king’s door and eventually entered the palace in hope of receiving leftover food.” Luke did not record that anyone expressed shock at the sinner’s presence. The scandal was that she left “the bleachers” and approached Yeshua, who did not hinder her from doing so.
Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum. baf-yes2 (Kindle Locations 6073-6077). Kindle Edition. 

The point is, the Pharisee offered Him none of these, which a host could do especially to someone of importance. 
This could show that once again the Pharisees tried to entrap Him and corner Him.
Luke 7:39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus 

answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 41 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
42 “And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.”

44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 
45 “You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 “You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 47 “Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.” 


1. You don’t honor me as the LORD!
2. You think your sins are few!
3. You are lost and she is found!
John 8:24 “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” 
John 8:58 Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” 

Next week: The rejection of Messiah!!
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