Prayer, forgiveness, fasting, treasures, and anxiety! 
January 11, 2026

Mat 6:5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 
6 “But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 7 “And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions 

as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. 8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him. 
This is called the Lord’s Prayer, yet tradition has given it this name.
This is not “the Lord’s prayer” John 17 is the Lord’s Prayer!
This is a direct attack again on the Pharisees law. 

What prayer is not!
It is not a vain prayer of repetition that if you say it you are blessed.
It is not a prayer that helps you do penance if you repeat it. 
It is not part of another “prayer” where if everyone in the world would recite it at once; world peace would be brought in!
Jesus condemns recited prayer, especially as the Pharisees prayed from prayer books and festival books. 

They would also pray in the public squares great swelling prayers for the sole purpose of showing one’s Holiness!
What prayer is!
To communicate with God solely; not for using a mantra or some prescribed blessing prayer/formula!
It is not for showing off your bible skills or great oration!  
We begin with.       
Mat 6:9“In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be 

Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 
This is nothing foreign or new to the Jews:
Dan 9:4 And I prayed to the LORD my God, and made confession, and said, “O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who keep His commandments, 
Nehemiah 9:5 …“Stand up and bless the LORD your God Forever and ever! 

“Blessed be Your glorious name, Which is exalted above all blessing and praise! 6 You alone are the LORD; You have made heaven, The heaven of heavens, with all their host, The earth and everything on it, The seas and all that is in them, And You preserve them all. The host of heaven worships You. 
Then we pray… 
Mat 6:10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 


We are praying for the return of Messiah to set up His earthly Kingdom
Rev 19:11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 
Rom 8:21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
Rev 22:20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

This could also include kingdom work for the Church age!
2Thess 3:1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you, 
For the church, all leaders, and missionaries.  
We pray for those things that affect us!
Mat 6:11 Give us this day our daily bread. 
Psalms 55:22 Cast your burden on the LORD, And He shall sustain you; He shall never permit the righteous to be moved. 

Phil 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
1Peter 5:7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 
Then: Mat 6:12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 

15 “But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
Here is a much-debated passage. It falls in before the atonement of Messiah and “it is finished.” Yet it also teaches a lesson in humility vs pride.  
Even the twelve did not understand this and pharisaical teaching said, three times!
Mat 18:21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother

sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 
24 “And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 “But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, 

with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. 26 “The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ 
27 “Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. 28 “But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’

29 “So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ 30 “And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. 31 “So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. 
32 “Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 

33 ‘Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ 34 “And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. 35 “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” 
We are saved through faith in Messiah’s righteousness.
Hebrews 10:14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being. 

sanctified 
Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 
1John 2:1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. 

Sooooo! How could this apply today? As a parable, Christ is teaching something we don’t like. Prison and tormentors? 
This is a parable… that teaches a truth concept. It very well could mean this:
Anger
Bitter, resentful spirit   
Anger towards God
Unforgiving spirit 
Drifting from God

Heb 2:1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. 
The results of unforgiving spirit are to be avoided at all costs. 
Therefore… 
LET IT GO!
Next week: Lead us not into temptation?
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