Lesson 20 Ezekiel 24:1-27
Open It
1. *What was it that dirtied the most difficult pot or pan you’ve ever had to scrub clean? 
Not cleaning it well after every use, grime just built up 
1. What do you consider the most difficult aspect of the death of a loved one? 
Being there when they past and have no other blood family to help
[bookmark: essm]Explore It
1. *Of what cataclysmic event did God inform Ezekiel on the very day it was taking place far away?(24:1-2) 
King of Babylon had laid siege to Jerusalem
1. What procedures of a normal sacrificial meal did God detail at the beginning of the cooking pot prophecy? (24:3-5) 
Only the best parts
1. What did God call the city of Jerusalem in Ezekiel’s day? (24:6) 
The city of Bloodshed
1. According to the prophecy, what was wrong with the "cooking pot" of Judah? (24:6-8) 
It was incrusted and whose deposit will not go away
1. Why did God intend to take the "cooking" far beyond the point where it would give pleasure to the people? (24:9-12) 
To show how badly they were corrupted
1. *What would be necessary in order for Judah to be "clean" once again? (24:13) 
You will not be clean again until my wrath against you has subsided
1. What would be the basis of God’s judgment against Judah? (24:14) 
Their own conduct and actions
1. What unusual command did the Lord give Ezekiel along with a disturbing prediction? (24:15-17) 
Not to show any of the normal ways of mourning after his wife died, but to do it quietly
1. What did Ezekiel do when his wife died as God had predicted? (24:18) 
He did as he had been commanded
1. What question did the exiles ask Ezekiel about his unusual behavior? (24:19) 
What do these things have to do with us
1. What intention did God declare to the exiles? (24:20-21) 
God would desecrate his own sanctuary, the stronghold in which you take pride, delight in, and object of your affection. The sons and daughters you left behind will fall by the sword
1. What attitude had the exiles had toward the city of Jerusalem and its leaders who remained there? (24:21) 
That which they loved would be destroyed and killed
1. What did God predict that the exiles would do in response to the news about Jerusalem? (24:22-24) 
They would mourn as Ezekiel had, not following the normal morning rituals, their face would not be covered, they would wear their sandals, neither mourn or weep, but waste away because of their sins and groan among themselves 
1. *When would Ezekiel be released from the command to remain silent except when he had a word from the Lord? (24:25-27) 
On the day God took away their stronghold, their joy and glory, delight of their eyes, heart’s desire, sons and daughters, a fugitive will come and tell you the news, then you mouth will be opened, you will speak with him and no longer be silent. Be a sign to them and they will know that I am the Lord
Get It
1. What might the people have thought when Ezekiel named an exact day for the Babylonian siege of Jerusalem? 
Probably thought he had lost his mind
1. How did Ezekiel’s prophecy put a different slant on the assumption of the people left in Jerusalem that they were somehow favored over the exiles? 
If they heard Ezekiels prophecy, they would have thought that they were the sacrifice not the favored ones
1. *What did God mean when He said that the cooking pot had "frustrated all efforts" to cleanse it? 
No matter how you try to clean up, if you continue to do the same things you just keep getting dirty
1. What are some examples from your experience of God’s efforts to purify an individual short of destroying him or her? 
Have none
1. When Ezekiel took some sort of unusual action (or inaction), what had the people come to know about the significance of it? 
It was a sign from God
1. *Which of your relationships would be the most difficult for you to disrupt in order to be obedient to God? 
Being the go-to guy for everyone
1. Why was the arrival of a fugitive from Jerusalem to confirm the news of its downfall going to be a turning point in Ezekiel’s ministry? 
It would allow him to speak again
Apply It
1. What relationships do you want to subjugate to God’s commands with a prayer now? 
??
1. *In what practical way could you cooperate with God’s efforts to cleanse your life in the coming days? 
Not listen to the little voice saying, come on, it’ll be fun
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