Lesson 19 Ezekiel 23:1-49
Open It
1. *In what ways are you and your siblings alike or different? 
Our temperament were very much different
1. In your opinion how difficult is it to change patterns of behavior that are developed during your youth? 
Take a while to do it sometimes
[bookmark: essm]Explore It
1. *Who was represented by the two sisters in Ezekiel’s parable? (23:1-4) 
Samaria and Jerusalem
1. Where were the two sisters first guilty of unfaithfulness and prostitution? (23:3) 
Egypt
1. After what nation’s warriors did the first sister, representing Samaria, lust? (23:5-8) 
the Assyrians warriors, governors and commanders. The elite.
1. What other sin followed along with "prostitution"? (23:7) 
She defiled herself with all the idols of everyone she lusted after
1. To what judgment did God hand over Oholah, the first sister? (23:9-10) 
God turned her over to the Assyrians  and they stripped her naked took her sons and daughters and killed her with the sword
1. How did the one woman behave when she saw what happened to her sister? (23:11-13) 
She was more depraved than her sister, she lusted for the Assyrians as well. 
1. *In what way did Oholibah (Judah) go farther than Oholah in her sin? (23:14-21) 
She saw paintings of men on the wall, Chaldeans, with belts and flowing turbans. She lusted for them and sent messages to them in Chaldea. Then the Babylonians came to her, and their lust defiled her and she turned away in disgust. She carried on more promiscuously as she recalled her youth in Egypt, There the genitals were like a donkey and emissions like a horse. She longed for that again. 
1. What did God promise would happen to Oholibah? (23:22-24) 
I will stir up your lovers against you, those you turned away from in disgust, and I will bring them against you from every side, Babylonians, Chaldeans, the men of Pekod and Shoa and Koa and the Assyrians, all mounted on horses. They will surround you and I will turn you over for punishment according to their standards.
1. Whose standards of punishment would be applied against Judah? (23:24-26) 
The standards of those she had prostituted herself with, I will direct my jealous anger against you and they will deal with you in fury. They will cut off your noses and your ears and those of you who are left will fall by the sword, Your sons and daughters will be taken, those who are left will be consumed by fire, they will strip your clothes and take your fin jewelery.
1. What words are used to describe what would be Judah’s condition after she was judged? (23:28-34) 
They will be delt with very harshly, exposing their prostitution, lewdness and promiscuity, You have from this on yourselves because you lusted after the nations and defiled yourself with their idols. You have gone the way of your sister, so I will put her cup into your hand.
1. What attitude toward God compelled Him to allow Judah’s suffering? (23:35) 
They had forgotten God and put him behind themselves.
1. What sins did the Lord list that He held against Israel and Judah? (23:36-41) 
Adultery, bloodshed, sacrificed their children to idols, entered my sanctuary and desecrated it. You sent messages to men far away and when they arrived you bather yourself for them, painted your eyes and put on your jewelry. Sat on an elegant couch with a table spread before it on which you placed incense and oil that belong to me (GOD)
15. To whom did even the children of prostitutes belong? (23:37) 
They were Gods children.
1. *How would the two sisters be treated by evil men and righteous men, respectively? (23:42-45) 
Evil men slept with them and righteous men will sentence them to the punishment of women who commit adultery and shed blood
1. How did God intend to put an end to the prostitution of His people? (23:46-48) 
The mob (other nations) will give them over to terror and plunder, sons and daughters killed and houses burned down. So I (God) will put and end to lewdness in the land, that all women may take warning and not imitate you
Get It
18. *How might the people of Judah have felt about being told they were worse than Israel,          which had already suffered God’s judgment? 
they probably denied it
1. When have you wanted something that, once attained, ultimately disappointed you? 
A college girlfriend
20. How can we expect to be treated by others if we treat ourselves with contempt? 
      they treat us as we treat ourselves.
1. *Why, once we have given into one sin, does it become easier to go on to something worse? 
It becomes a very slippery slope, and hard to stop
1.  How does God feel about little ones, regardless of the circumstances of their conception or birth? 
Children are precious in his sight
1. In what sense was the Babylonian invasion and exile an instance of God’s people bearing the consequences of their own actions? 
They ended up with what they deserved
Apply It
1. What negative pattern from your childhood or youth do you need to "unlearn" with God’s help? 
 Already got rid of some, still working on others
1. *When you feel the lure of power, wealth, or inordinate pleasure, how can you counteract it and remain faithful to God? 
What would Jesus do
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