Lesson 18 Ezekiel 22:1-31
Open It
1. *In your opinion what are the conditions that contribute to the moral decline of a nation? 
Poor leadership and Satan getting into the nation’s leaders
1. How would you describe the way you feel about the suffering of the innocent versus the suffering of the guilty? 
I feel bad for the innocent, the guilty may deserve their punishment
[bookmark: essm]Explore It
1. *What, according to Ezekiel, had made Jerusalem guilty and defiled? (22:1-4) 
The shedding of blood and making of idols
1. What consequences had Jerusalem brought upon herself by her sin? (22:4-5)
Because of the blood and Idols, you have brought your days to an end. You will be an object of scorn and a laughingstock to all countries. All other countries will mock you, O infamous city, full of turmoil
1. What accusation did Ezekiel bring against the princes of Israel? (22:6)
They used their power to shed blood
1. What direct contradictions of God’s laws were taking place in Jerusalem? (22:7-12) 
They had despised my holy thing and desecrated my Sabbaths, Shed blood eaten at the mountain shrines, committed lewd acts. Some dishonor their fathers bed and violated women who are ceremonially unclean. Some commit detestable offense’s with neighbor’s wife, own fathers daughter And daughter in law, and sister. You accept bribes to shed blook, you take usury and excessive interest and make unjust gain by extortion. AND you have forgotten ME says the Lord
1. What was the chief thing Israel had "forgotten"? (22:12) 
God
1. What did God predict about the courage and strength of Judah in the face of His judgments? (22:13-16) 
That is will not be as strong as God
1. What image did God use to illustrate how He would purify Israel? (22:17-22) 
The melting of silver and the dross (slag, impurities) it leaves behind (them). They will be melted in Gods wrath_
1. *What particular sins did God hold against the civil and religious leaders of the people? (22:23-29) 
They are more about making money than worshipping God
1. *Before He decreed the destruction of Jerusalem, for whom did God look? (22:30) 
"I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none.
1. Whom did God hold responsible for the destruction of Jerusalem? (22:31) 
those that did not follow God’s laws and ordinances 
Get It
1. *What are the potential benefits and potential dangers of the presence of believers in morally dark places? 
Bring some to God and risk yourself in the dark
1. Why would someone claim that God had said something He didn’t say? 
To make themselves sound important
1. *If God had found a person to "stand in the gap," what do you think that person would have done about the rampant sin of the people? 
Chastised them all
1. How do Christians sometimes rationalize behavior contrary to God’s commands? 
It is only a small sin, God won’t care, I will repent for it tomorrow
1. Why is injustice to our fellow human beings contrary to proper worship of the living God? 
Treat others as you would want God to treat you
Apply It
1. *How might you be a light in a morally dark place not far from you? 
Be the one who stands out as different in a good way
1. How can you speak up for oppressed groups who might not be able to speak for themselves? 
Recognize the problem and draw attention to it and recruit others to join in their cause

image3.png
Fum.khb.,(




image4.png
& -dodé




image5.png




image6.png
¥~




image7.png
£




image1.png




image2.png




