Oaths, Love, deeds, Prayer!
January 4, 2026

These next are all against the Pharisaical teachings of the time! 
1. Oaths:
Mat 5:33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.’ 34 “But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 “nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 “Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. 

37 “But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one. 
Your word should be true not deceitful.
Numbers 30:2 “If a man makes a vow to the LORD, or swears an oath to bind himself by some agreement, he shall not break his word; he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth. 
The problem: Pharisaical law had all kinds of ways around this!  

“The religious leaders of the day advocated keeping a vow if it was a public vow using God’s name; however, if the vow was made in the course of everyday conversation, referencing only “heaven” or “earth” or “Jerusalem,” it was not really binding. People had a loophole. 
They could lie or exaggerate in their conversations and lend themselves an air of credibility by saying, “I swear by heaven that this is true!” They could not be held to account because they did not

specifically swear by God’s name and the vow was private”.
https://www.gotquestions.org/vows-God.html
The simple teaching is to be honest! Jesus took all their “swear by this or that (heaven, earth, Jerusalem, your head) and said; you're still swearing by God because He owns it all!!!!!
2. Law of Non-resistance
Mat 5:38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 “But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on

your right cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 “If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. 41 “And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. 42 “Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away. 
This one is a little more complex if we don’t understand what was happening with the Pharisee's distortions. This eye for an eye is in the Mosaic Law; 

however, the Pharisees used it for personal vengeance against others. 
This can’t be teaching what some practice as nonresistance. 
As we have seen today; no law, no consequences leads To chaos. Scripture will always explain scripture. 
Jesus not only taught that but also this:
Luke 22:35 And He said to them, “When I sent you without money bag, knapsack, and sandals, did you lack anything?” So they said, “Nothing.”

36 Then He said to them, “But now, he who has a money bag, let him take it, and likewise a knapsack; and he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one. 
37 “For I say to you that this which is written must still be accomplished in Me: ‘And He was numbered with the transgressors.’ For the things concerning Me have an end.” 38 So they said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” And He said to them, “It is enough.” 

Romans 13:4 For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 
1 Peter 2:14 or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. 
Also, the true Law stated this:
Deut 15:7 “If there is among you a poor man of your brethren, within any of the gates in your land 

which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart nor shut your hand from your poor brother, 8 “but you shall open your hand wide to him and willingly lend him sufficient for his need, whatever he needs.
We, under the Holy Spirit also have this command from Jesus concerning mercy and generosity. 
1 Timothy 6:17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches

but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 
3. Love of Neighbor  
Mat 5:43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 “But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 “that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; 

for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 “For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 
47 “And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 48 “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

Some Jewish leaders taught that if you weren’t a part of their sect, then they hated you! 
“Some Pharisees defined “neighbor” as simply a fellow Jew. Other Pharisees did not include publicans or Sadducees under the definition of neighbor. However, the righteousness of the law defined a neighbor as anyone who had a need that could be met. True acts of love mean doing things for others, especially for those who have no means to repay.”
Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum. baf-yes2 (Kindle Locations 5262-5264). Kindle Edition. 

This teaching is seen in the “one another’s” of the Epistles. 
Galatians 6:2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 
Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider (observe fully) one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 

The conduct of true righteousness under Law. 
1. In giving:
Matt 6:1 “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. 

Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 3 “But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4“that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly. 
Once again, the Pharisee's were about outward shows of sacrifice, in strenuous law keeping, fasting and prayer. 
2. In prayer

Mat 6:5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 
6 “But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 7 “And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. 

For they think that they will be heard for their many words. 
This one is extensive and we will pick up here next week!!!
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