Malachi
16 November 2024

Who was Malachi?
1. HE MINISTERED IN THE DAYS OF NEHEMIAH. This is the time of the Persian Empire (Daniel’s Statue… arm and chest of Silver and the Lopsided bear.)
2. HE DEALT WITH MANY OF THE SAME ISSUES THAT ARE FOUND IN NEHEMIAH.
3. Loss of reverence and awe of God
Mal 1:6 “A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My reverence?

Says the LORD of hosts To you priests who despise My name. Yet you say, ‘In what way have we despised Your name?’ 
You're offering bargain basement, low grade, shabby sacrifices! 
Mal 1:7 “You offer defiled food on My altar, But say, ‘In what way have we defiled You?’ By saying, ‘The table of the LORD is contemptible.’ 8 And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, Is it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? 

Would he accept you favorably?” Says the LORD of hosts. 
By doing this you are showing contempt for the Lord!
YET REMEMBER WHO GOD IS!
1:11 For from the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My name shall be great among the Gentiles; In every place incense shall be offered to My name, And a pure offering; For My name shall be great among the nations,” Says the LORD of hosts. 

But!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1:12 “But you profane it, In that you say, ‘The table of the LORD is defiled; And its fruit, its food, is contemptible.’ 13 You also say, ‘Oh, what a weariness!’ And you sneer at it,” Says the LORD of hosts. “And you bring the stolen, the lame, and the sick; Thus you bring an offering! Should I accept this from your hand?” Says the LORD. 
14 “But cursed be the deceiver Who has in his flock a male, And takes a vow, But sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished– 

For I am a great King,” Says the LORD of hosts, “And My name is to be feared among the nations. 
Remember who God is!!!!!!!!!
For us today: walk, put off, put on!
Eph 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 3 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, 

let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.
5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 
6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 

“You are not them!” Therefore, stay clear, or come clean!!!!
Col 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth:

fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 

10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 
HUGE TRUTH! 
Mortification of the flesh will not work. You cannot kill the sin nature; it will adjust and then thrive under any condition. It only loses its power when we apply the, “by faith” position in Christ. The wall between you and sin is, death with Christ. This huge truth is in Romans 6,7,8. Know this… Romans 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, 

that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 
13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, 

and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 
Do not forget who God is, and do not forget who you are now!!!!!
4. A proper, reverence of God is the essential element in living well spiritually.
Mal 2:8 But you have departed from the way; You have caused many to stumble at the law. You have corrupted the covenant of Levi,” Says the LORD of hosts.

9 “Therefore I also have made you contemptible and base Before all the people, Because you have not kept My ways But have shown partiality in the law.” 
11 Judah has dealt treacherously, And an abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem, For Judah has profaned The LORD’s holy institution which He loves: He has married the daughter of a foreign god. 

and with the Jewish people…. 
Mal 2:14 Yet you say, “For what reason?” Because the LORD has been witness Between you and the wife of your youth, With whom you have dealt treacherously; Yet she is your companion And your wife by covenant. 15 But did He not make them one, Having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He seeks godly offspring. Therefore take heed to your spirit, And let none deal treacherously with the wife of his youth. 

16 “For the LORD God of Israel says That He hates divorce, For it covers one’s garment with violence,” Says the LORD of hosts. “Therefore take heed to your spirit, That you do not deal treacherously.” 
5. HE WAS THE LAST OF THE PROPHETS, MINISTERING AROUND 430 BC, and ENDED HIS MESSAGE WITH A PROPHECY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST’S COMING.
Mal 4:5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.

6 And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.” 
Mal 5:2 But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise With healing in His wings; And you shall go out And grow fat like stall-fed calves. 
Mat 4:16 The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.”  
Next week: More Malachi
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